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Honors experiential learning projects are held to high standards. Each of these elements must be reflected in your proposal and project:  
1. Substantial Content and Quality within Creative Arts Theme:
Your project should result in substantial learning through which you make progress towards meeting one or more of the following creative arts learning objectives:**
· Acquires or further develops competencies within a particular creative domain.
· Possesses ability to define the creative problem; ability to frame and develop a problem statement and appropriate methodology. 

· Possess a well-developed awareness of theories and methods in the field. 

· Demonstrates/takes appropriate risk in successfully completing project (i.e. going beyond original parameters of assignment, introducing new materials and forms, tackling controversial topics, advocating unpopular ideas or solutions, etc.).

· Possesses ability to embrace contradictions and integrate alternate, divergent, or contradictory perspectives. 

· Possesses ability to think innovatively. 

· Connects, synthesizes, and transforms ideas. 

Questions to consider as you draft your proposal:

· Have you provided a thorough overview of your project so that a reader with no background on this topic would fully understand your project’s goals and what you intend to learn? 

· Have you provided specific examples of how your proposed plan meets multiple learning objectives within the theme? Your proposal should draw explicit connections between your plan and the learning objectives.

· Have you described the intentional steps you’ll take to achieve the learning objectives?

· Have you considered the full extent of this time commitment, including planning, executing and reflecting on the project? Does your proposal describe the quality of the hours spent on task (e.g., not simply listing the hours/week you’ll spend on the project, but explaining how you’ll spend those hours meeting the learning objectives)?

Your work and learning should be equivalent to that of a 3-credit hour honors seminar. While the quality of the experience and learning outcomes are most important, many ask about the time commitment. As a general estimate, you should expect to engage in at least 50-60 hours of direct contact and/or research/reflection/documentation. 

2. Connection to Academic Goals and Theories 

Your project must be related to your academic development (major, general education competencies, or professional interests). You are expected to connect academic theories or concepts to your experiential learning work. Your proposal should identify several theories or concepts you plan to explore in your project.
Questions to consider as you draft your proposal:

· Have you identified and named specific theories/readings/courses you’ll use to gain background knowledge for your project? (For example, a student proposing to study abroad would identify readings and courses that would assist in understanding culture, history, economics and political issues of the host country. Or, a student proposing to engage within a community would select readings and courses to assist in better understanding the community’s background, strengths, and self-identified needs, as well as exploring particular models of community engagement.)

· Have you discussed why this project is personally meaningful to you?

· Have you explained how your academic and personal interests have led you to this project? 

· Have you explained how this project will contribute to your future academic and professional goals? (That is, why is this experience important for a student in your major?)

3. Initiative, Independence and Creativity: 
You are expected to demonstrate a degree of independence in the planning and design of an honors experiential learning project. Some aspect(s) of the project must be self-initiated. Some projects will involve a higher level of independence than others. Additionally, you are encouraged to identify creative and unique topics, activities, learning methods, solutions, etc. for your project.

Questions to consider as you draft your proposal:

· Have you taken ownership of some aspect of this project?

· Have you explained your unique contribution to this project? For instance, how is your participation on this project different from others?

4. Reflection & Dissemination:
Reflection leads to higher-level conceptual learning and can take many forms including reflective essays, well-developed blogs, journals, and more. Your project must have a reflective component, ideally completed throughout the project. Please also see the reflective essay prompt for research projects for a suggested framework for reflection. 
In addition, your work and learning must be disseminated publicly. Examples of dissemination include posting on the University Honors pages in Facebook or LinkedIn, a well-developed blog, presentations, poster displays, published papers or articles, video compilations, websites, scrapbooks, etc. 

Reflection and dissemination may be combined, as in the case of a well-developed blog or published paper/article. 

If you’re required to maintain an e-portfolio, your project must be documented in your e-portfolio. Projects are 
not considered complete until documented in your e-portfolio. 
Questions to consider as you draft your proposal:

· Will your planned reflection sufficiently balance recounting details and sharing your learning?

· Have you articulated how you’ll reflect throughout the project?

· Does your reflection prepare you to share what you’ve learned to a relevant audience? It’s important to consider how you’ll help others learn from your project.

5. Advisor: 

Projects must involve the guidance of a faculty or staff member, mentor, supervisor, or other person with whom the student can develop a base of knowledge and receive feedback. 
1. Budget:
A budget is not required. However, if you would like to apply for an honors grant to support this project, provide a detailed budget listing all of your project-related expenses. If you will receive funding from other sources, indicate that in your budget. 
**Adapted from AAC&U Creative Thinking VALUE Rubric. 

Honors Experiential Learning Project Proposal Form 
Complete and submit this proposal in your e-portfolio (for those with iWebfolio portfolios) or email to honors@uc.edu (if you do not have an e-portfolio in iWebfolio). 
Basic Information
Full Name: Melanie Anne Richardson

UC ID #: M04301871
UC Email: richam5@mail.uc.edu
Phone: (740) 637-9132
College: College-Conservatory of Music
Major: Music Education and Trombone Performance
Title of Project: Interlochen Arts Camp Counselor
Expected Project Start Date: June 15, 2013
Expected Project End Date: August 6, 2013
Project Information

1. Provide a brief overview/abstract of your proposed honors experiential learning project. 
During the summer of 2013, I will be a camp counselor at Interlochen Summer Arts Camp.  This job is beneficial for me both as a musician and as a music educator.  This camp is full of students ranging from elementary school to high school, all of who are gathered to improve and demonstrate their art skills.  My goal is to be a counselor for high school or intermediate-aged girls.  This job entails a week of intense training, then six weeks at camp with a group of girls in a cabin, experiencing art together.  This job is more than being a counselor for a summer camp.  Since many of the students play instruments or sing, I would have the chance to improve my music education skills and gain valuable insight from the professors at the camp.  In addition, many of the other counselors are accomplished musicians, so I would continue to work on my performing skills during camp to improve as a musician, too.
I will arrive at Interlochen one week before the campers arrive in order to be oriented and trained as a counselor.  Then, for the next seven weeks after training, I will be on duty most of the day, either working in the mailroom or offices, or being with the campers and watching them.  This is a high-demand job, but I am prepared for the work it entails.  My job as a counselor is to ensure that the girls in my cabin eat meals, sleep a decent number of hours, complete chores, attend classes, and get along well away from home.  In addition to this, I attend concerts, art shows, and various other performances to support my campers.  I will also have a chance to work with students on music, if they would like help with their creative arts.  If possible, I may have a chance to be a brass assistant for the brass instructors.
2. Clearly state how each of the following elements will be exhibited in your work (refer to the first two pages of this document with the full description of what is expected in each of these areas). 
1. Substantial Content and Quality within Creative Arts Theme
Though being a counselor does not work directly on my personal musical skills, it does aid in improving my skills necessary to be a music educator.  First of all, I will have the chance to be around budding musicians who I can guide to be the best they can be.  I will work to encourage the students and to give advice and help when I am needed.  I will be able to find new solutions to problems in the music education world that I did not think of prior to this experience.  I will be around musicians all day and night, which is a great environment for any musician.  This creative and supportive environment will give me the chance to focus on my personal musical endeavors, while having the chance to see young musicians grow, which is a passion of mine.  
2. Connection to Academic Goals and Theories 
This project directly relates to my major.  Since music is what I am pursuing, being in an environment where music is encouraged at all times and where everyone is striving to improve and grow will be extremely beneficial to my development as a musician.  Though I will not be playing in an ensemble of any sort, I will be able to observe other teachers and have the chance to teach and lead.  These skills are incredibly valuable to music teachers.  In addition, it is important for musicians to continue to be around music when school is not in session, and an arts camp is a great environment for continuing music.  In order to be prepared for this, I will be attending the training session before camp and learning as much as I can in my CCM courses to be very knowledgeable about music.
3. Initiative, Independence and Creativity

Though this is a position that is outlined for Interlochen and that many people do, I must be self-motivated to apply and I must work to make my application good enough to be chosen.  I desire to help young musicians blossom into their full potential, and this is a great opportunity to allow me to fulfill that desire.  This experience is a personal decision and a personal endeavor.  The honors program did not create it, yet it is mapped out in fairly good detail by the Interlochen staff.  It is not required that counselors help with their campers to encourage them and help them in their artistic endeavors, I want to go above and beyond the simple duties of a counselor and use my musical abilities to help the young artists.  Especially in younger grades, I think those students need role models and people who want to help them often in order to be motivated and to grow as a musician.  In this way, I would want to be a good influence on their creativity and to help them have a lifetime of artistic drive.
4. Reflection & Dissemination

In order to reflect on my experience, I would do something that is a bit cliché, but a good idea for an experience like this one.  I would make a scrapbook after the trip detailing my experience, both in pictures and in writing.  Instead of only having picture captions, I would write a paper to go along with the pictures that would tell a lot about the campers and what I did as a counselor.  After I returned, I want to tell high school students about their chance to go to Interlochen to work on their music, art, writing, dance, or drama.  I think this is a truly valuable experience, and even though I think being a counselor is a great experience, I want to share with high school students the value of going during high school.  I would contact high school band directors in my area and ask them if they would like to have a presentation on Interlochen Arts Camp.  If possible, I would have alumni campers come with me as well to provide more than one perspective.
5. Advisor (list the person’s name, title, and contact information) 

6. Budget (if applicable)

Stipend: $1,450

Travel: $60
1,450
Uniform Expenses: $200
     60

Miscellaneous Expenses: $100
    200

  - 100

$1090

The stipend I receive will cover the expenses for this experience.

